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Eastleigh Borough Council’s (EBC) Environmental Health Service has responsibility for imple-
menting the air quality requirements of the Environment Act 1995.  As part of this responsibility 
the Environmental Health Service undertakes monitoring of air quality within the Borough and 
regularly produces reports on this data.  
The Council is required to regularly carry out a ‘Review and Assessment’ of local air quality.  This 
includes monitoring  air quality in the local area against objectives for seven pollutants   If it is 
likely that any of the objectives will not be met an ‘Air Quality Management Area’ must be de-
clared and an ‘Action Plan’ to improve air quality is prepared. The area of the M3 motorway as 
shown does not meet the annual mean objective and has been declared an Air Quality Manage-
ment area. 

INTRODUCTION 

HAMBLE LANE AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
The map shows the area covered by the Air Quality Management Area (AQMA).  The Council 
Declared the AQMA in November 2010 due to exceedences of the annual mean nitrogen dioxide 
objective.  The AQMA covers the M3 motorway between junctions 12 and 14. The boundaries of 
the AQMA extend 10m either side of these roads. 

THE HEALTH EFFECTS OF AIR POLLUTION 
The Expert Panel on Air Quality Standards (EPAQS) have studied the effects of nitrogen diox-
ide on human health and have raised concerns about exposure at 
lower levels, such as those found in towns and cities.  It is thought 
that this type of exposure may have acute short-term and chronic 
long-term effects on health. Sensitive individuals such as those suf-
fering from asthma are likely to be the first to notice the effects of 
moderate air pollution.  At high levels those who are not normally 
sensitive may notice eye irritation.  EPAQS therefore set the objec-
tives for levels of nitrogen dioxide in the air based on effects on hu-
man health.  These objectives are assessed in areas where people 
live and where there are schools, hospitals etc.  We have not met 
the annual mean objective in the M3 Motorway. 

 

 

 

CURRENT AIR POLLUTION LEVELS 

The National Guidelines from DEFRA require levels of air pollution to be below 40 ug/m3.  

Currently the annual level for this section of the M3 motorway is 48 ug/m3 

 



Other aims of the Action Plan include: 

•  To calculate how much each source (cars, 
 HDV’s, others) contributes to the ex-
 ceedence of the nitrogen dioxide annual mean 
 objective (known as source apportionment). 

•  Establish the improvements required in  order to 
 meet the objective. 

•  Quantify the impacts of each of these measures. 

Proposed actions to improve air quality.  Most of the actions relate to reducing vehicle use, im-
proving traffic flows and increasing use and reliability of public transport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The principle aim of the M3 Motorway Action Plan is to establish local 
measures to improve air quality in the Air Quality Management Area. The 
measures are considered on the grounds of their air quality improvement, 
impacts on noise, climate change, cost effectiveness and feasibility. 

THE ACTION PLAN 

Emission Testing at Lakeside Country Park  



We would prefer to receive your comments 
in writing and we have included the          at-
tached reply sheet for you to answer the 
above questions. Please write your comments 
then just put it in the postbox, no stamp   re-
quired.   
 
Alternatively you can email us your views, 
please title your email ‘M3 Motorway Air 
Quality Action Plan’ 
 

Unfortunately we are unable to take your 
comments over the telephone, but we are 
happy to answer any questions. 

 

WHAT NEXT? 

Following this consultation with the public, 
local businesses and ‘Defra’, the Council 
will be considering the responses and pre-
paring a final version of the Action Plan.  
This will then be adopted by the Council and 
work will begin to implement the actions (if 
work has not already begun).  We will be 
publishing progress reports periodically and 
information will also be posted on our web-
site or in the ‘Borough News’.  If you have 
any questions  or would like further informa-
tion we would be happy to help you. 

HOW TO CONTACT US: 
Head of Environmental Health 
Eastleigh Borough Council 
Civic Offices 
Leigh Road 
Eastleigh 
SO50 9YN 

Telephone: 02380 688459 
Fax: 02380 615224 
Email: eh@eastleigh.gov.uk 

The Council would like your views for the M3 Motorway Action Plan.  In particular we would like 
you to tell us the following: 

1. What are the top three actions you would like to see? 

2. Are there any actions which you do not agree with? 

3. Are there any actions you would like to see, which we have not included? 

4. Any other comments you have? 

HOW TO COMMENT 

The consultation period is running from 
the  28th January 2011 to the 9th March 
2011.  Please send us your comments be-
fore the end of the consultation period for 
your views to be taken into account. 





  

Name………………………………………………… 

Address:………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Telephone number:…………………………………… 

Email:………………………………………………………… 

1. What are the top three actions you would like to see? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Are there any actions which you do not agree with? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. Are there any actions you would like to see, which we have not included? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. Any other comments you have? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Your comments for the M3 Motorway Air Quality Action Plan  

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN IN THE ENVELOPE PROVIDED. NO STAMP  RE-
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